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Pope Francis: In politics, 
Catholics cannot live a 


By Hannah Brockhaus 

Rome: Pope Francis on Sunday 
urged Catholics to share their 
faith in the public square and to 
combat political polarization by 
supporting person-centered 
democracy. 

“Let us not be fooled by easy 
solutions. Let us instead get 
passionate about the common 
good,” he said at a Catholic 
conference on democracy in the 
northern Italian city of Trieste. 
Francis participated in the last 
morning of the 50th Social Week 
of Catholics, an annual meeting 
of the Catholic Church in Italy 
aimed at promoting the social 
doctrine of the Church. The 
theme of the July 3-7 congress 
was “At the Heart of Democracy: 
Participate between History and 
the Future.” 

In his speech, the pope spoke 
strongly of the importance of 
democracy — encouraging 
participation over partisanship 
and comparing ideologies to 
“seductresses.” 

“As Catholics, on this horizon, 
we cannot be satisfied with a 
marginal or private faith,” the 
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pope said before approximately 
1,200 conference participants at 
the Generali Convention Center. 
“This means not so much to be 
heard, but above all to have the 
courage to make proposals for 
justice and peace in the public 
debate.” 

“We have something to say, but 
not to defend privileges. No. We 
need to be a voice, a voice that 
denounces and proposes in a 
society that is often mute and 
where too many have no voice.” 
“This is political love,” Francis 
underlined, adding that “it is a 
form of charity that allows 
politics to live up to its 
responsibilities and get out of 
polarizations, these 
polarizations that impoverish 
and do not help understand and 
address the challenges.” 

In speaking about the Christian 
vision of democracy, the pontiff 
quoted a 1988 pastoral note 
from the Italian bishops, which 
said democracy is meant “to 
give meaning to everyone's 
commitment to the 
transformation of society; to 
give attention to the people who 
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Be the reason for 
someone's simile 


remain outside or on the 
margins of winning economic 
processes and mechanisms; to 
give space to social solidarity in 
all its forms; to give support to 
the return of a solicitous ethic of 
the common good ... to give 
meaning to the development of 
the country, understood ... as an 
overall improvement in the 
quality of life, collective 
coexistence, democratic 
participation, and authentic 
freedom.” 

“This vision, rooted in the social 
doctrine of the Church,” Pope 
Francis said, applies “not only 
to the Italian context but 
represents a warning for the 
whole of human society and for 
the journey of all peoples.” 

“In fact, just as the crisis of 
democracy cuts across different 
realities and nations, in the 
same way the attitude of 
responsibility toward social 
transformations is a call 
addressed to all Christians, 
wherever they find themselves 
living and working, in every part 
of the world,” he added. 
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St. Mother Teresa of Kolkata 


Ss release 


of bishop, others 
jailed in “fee scam” 


New Delhi: A Christian 
Member of Parliament in India 
has sought the federal 
government's intervention in 
securing the release ofa 
Protestant bishop, a Catholic 
priest and several others 
imprisoned for more than a 
month in the central Indian 
state of Madhya Pradesh. 

Jose K Mani, a member of the 
Rajya Sabha, the upper house 
of the Indian Parliament, ina 
July 2 letter urged George 
Kurian, minister of state for 
minority affairs, to get the 
Christians released 
immediately. 

Mani noted that they have 
been languishing in prison 
since May 27 for no fault as 
they were never involved in 
any illegal activity or have no 
criminal records. 

Police in Jabalpur district on 
May 27 arrested Bishop Ajay 
Umesh Kumar James of 
Jabalpur diocese of the Church 
of North India (CNI) along with 
principals of five Church- 
managed schools and two 
pastors for allegedly charging 
“exorbitant fees” from 
students in their schools. 

The same day the police also 
arrested Father Abraham 
Thazhathedathu, priest of the 
Jabalpur Catholic diocese, a 
woman school principal and 
others from two Catholic 
schools. 

As many as 22 among 51 
people named in the First 
Information Report (FIR) are in 
prison in the alleged exorbitant 
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fee scam. They included some 
book publishers who, in 
connivance with the school 
management, had allegedly 
charged exorbitant prices for 
books they supplied to the 
schools. 

The police action was 
restricted to only 11 schools — 
seven of them reputed and 
managed by Christians. The 
district has 1,037 registered 
private schools. 

“Our people were arrested and 
jailed like hard core criminals,” 
laments Father Davis George, 
Jabalpur vicar general. 

“Even if there is any difference 
in the fees or mistakes in the 
account book, the official 
concerned should have served 
a notice on us and sought 
explanation instead of putting 
them in jail,” the priest told 
Matters India on July 4. 

He suspects the police action 
may be part of “some 
conspiracy” to target the 
Church's reputed schools. 
“This kind of action is a 
mockery of democracy,” 
asserted Father George and 
added, “We have already filed 
bail applications for our 
people in the high court, but 
the hearing is getting delayed.” 
The priest also expressed 
confidence that the state's high 
court would release them. 

A CNI official who did not want 
to be named told Matters 
India, “It seemed to be a well 
planned targeted attack on our 
schools that were doing a great 
service to the society for 
decades.” (mattersindia) 
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Church leaders slam public 


Punishment was passed by a 
kangaroo court in West Bengal 
following allegations of an 
adulterous relationship 

Church leaders and rights 
activists have condemned the 
public flogging of aman and 
woman accused of adultery ina 
northern Indian state. 

“The public flogging of man and 
woman is terrible and has 
disturbed me... I have read 
media reports and watched the 
video. No one can take the law 
into their own hands ina 
civilized society,” Archbishop 
Thomas D'Souza of Calcutta in 
West Bengal state told UCA 
News. 

D'Souza said the incident should 
not have happened in West 
Bengal as the state is headed by a 
woman chief minister Mamata 
Banerjee. 

On June 28, a mob led by 
Banerjee's Trinamool Congress 
party members attacked the 
couple with bamboo sticks. A 
video of the incident went viral 
and showed more than 200 men 
watching the flogging. 

Lying on the ground, the couple 
were seen pleading for mercy 
and the man leading the assault 
was identified as Tajmul Islam, a 
Trinamool party leader in the 
Chopra area in Dinajpur district. 
According to the police, the 
flogging was ordered by a 
kangaroo court over allegations 
of an illicit relationship and 
Islam was arrested on June 30. 
The prelate has written to Derek 
O'Brien, a member of parliament 
and Trinamool party leader, “to 
take suitable action” against 
those involved in the crime. 

The National Human Rights 
Commission issued a notice to 
the West Bengal government 
after the couple was mercilessly 
beaten in Dinajpur in full public 
view. 

India is notorious for violence 
against women. The state-run 
National Crime Records 
Bureau's annual reports have 
revealed a harrowing surge in 
crimes against women in India. 
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“Tt was stated in the video that 
the woman was asked to end the 
affair! Why not the man?” asked 
Virginia Saldanha, a theologian 
and former secretary of the 
Office of Laity and Family of the 
Federation of Asian Bishops' 
Council (FABC). 

“This is an unjustified, 
condemnable action, a mob rule, 
free for all with no parameters 
whatsoever and worse than 
barbaric,” Michael Saldanha, a 
former justice of the Bombay 
High Court, told UCA News. 
Abraham Mathai, former vice 
chairman of Maharashtra State 
Minority Commission, 
demanded “immediate action” 
against the criminals. 

“Tn a cultured and civilized 
world, there is no place for 
brutality, barbarism, and 
anarchic ways of punishing 
wrongdoing,” he said. 

It's absurd that kangaroo courts 
should exist in a modern society 
with well-established laws and a 
judicial system to ensure the 
dispensation of justice,” he 
noted. 

Father Prakash Louis, director of 
Xavier Institute of Social 
Research in neighboring Bihar 
state, said instead of society 
becoming more humane, 
modern, moderate, and liberal, it 
is moving “towards a destructive 
path.” 

Human rights activist Jesuit 
Father Cedric Prakash said 
kangaroo courts have no place in 
civil society. (UCA) 
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Indian Catholic immigrant 
elected to British parliament 


Sojan Joseph won in the 
Ashford constituency in Kent, 
defeating his Conservative rival 
Damien Green. 

A Catholic from Kerala state in 
southern India who migrated to 
the United Kingdom to work as 
a male nurse two decades ago 
has been elected to the British 
parliament. 

Sojan Joseph won in Ashford, a 
constituency in Kent. The 48- 
year-old Labour Party 
candidate defeated his nearest 
rival, Damien Green, from the 
Conservative Party. 

The election result was 
announced on July 4. 

The 68-year-old Green, deputy 
prime minister under Theresa 
May, had represented Ashford 
for the past 27 years. 

“Tt was like the fight between 
David and Goliath,” Joe 
Palathunkal, the brother-in-law 
of the newly elected British 
lawmaker, told UCA News. 

“We were astonished after 
hearing the news of his election 
victory,” Palathunkal said while 
sharing pleasantries with other 
family members and friends, 
who gathered at his ancestral 
home in Onamthuruthu village 
in Kottayam district. 
Palathunkal, based in Kerala, 
said Joseph's family members 
“began receiving daily updates 
about his campaign and the 
mood of his electorate” soon 
after being confirmed as the 
Labour candidate. 

Joseph has been an active 
member of the Labour Party for 
the past seven years. 


Thanksgiving to 

St. Anthony of Padua, 
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received 

By a devotee 


For the past two decades, he 
has been associated with 
Unison, the trade union that 
links some 1.2 million workers 
predominantly in public 
services, including local 
government, education, health, 
and outsourced services. 

“But we were not sure that he 
would win” as the seat was a 
Conservative pocket borough,” 
Palathunkal said. 

The family found it a “great 
honor” to have one of them 
nominated as a candidate for 
the British parliamentary 
election, “and we celebrated it 
too,” Palathunkal added. 
According to Palalthunkal, 
Joseph is a “very kind-hearted” 
man who is always interested in 
helping workers and other 
marginalized people. 

Alice Joseph, Joseph's elder 
sister, said Joseph is the 
youngest of seven siblings. 
“We were wotried as the fight 
was so tight, but still, we felt 
proud as a person from our 
country got a chance to contest 
the general election in the UK 
as the official political party 
candidate,” Alice told UCA 
News. 

Joseph is currently one of the 
National Health Service (NHS) 
directors. He started his NHS 
career as a junior nurse at the 
Arundel unit in the William 
Harvey Hospital in Ashford. 

A post postgraduate in 
Healthcare Leadership, Joseph 
reportedly proposed various 
plans to achieve lasting 
solutions to the problems faced 
by the National Health Service. 
At the NHS, Joseph worked to 
protect the interests of all 
nurses, with special concern for 
Asian immigrants across the 
UK, his colleagues and family 
say. Joseph moved to the UK in 
2001. His wife, Brita Sojan, is 
also a nurse based in the UK. 
They live in Ashford with their 
three children. (UCA) 
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Patriarchate of Jerusalem decries raid 
on Catholic school in Gaza 


By Lisa Zengarini 

The Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem 
denounces the targeting of civilians in 
the war between Israel and Hamas after 
an Israeli raid on the Holy Family school 
in Gaza City. 

The Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem has 
strongly condemned a raid launched by 
Israeli forces against its Holy Family 
School in Gaza City on Sunday morning, 
which reportedly killed at least four 
people. 

Four victims reported 

The air strike targeted two classrooms 
on the ground floor of the school 
sheltering a large number of displaced 
Palestinian families. Among those killed 
was a senior Hamas administration 
official, Ihab al-Ghusain, the group's 
deputy labour minister. 

The Israeli army claims that the complex 
was used as a militant hideout and 
housed "a Hamas weapons 
manufacturing facility”. Tsahal said that 
it took steps to minimise the risk of 
civilians being harmed. 

Raid on UN-run school on 7 July 

The raid on the Catholic school came 
only hours after Israeli forces attacked a 
UN-run school Saturday, killing at least 
16 people and injuring 75 sheltered 
there, according to Gaza authorities, 
including two UNRWA workers. The 
incident provoked the outrage of the UN 
agency for Palestinian refugees at the 
repeated attacks on its facilities. 

Since the beginning of the war in the 
Gaza Strip after the October 7 Hamas 
rampage, thousands of Palestinians in 
the enclave have sought shelter in 
hospitals, schools and other civilian 
infrastructure. However, Israel accuses 
Hamas and other militants of hiding in 
these places. 

Civilians must remain outside the 
combat scene 

In its statement, the Latin Patriarchate 
of Jerusalem also condemned “in the 
strongest terms” the targeting of non- 
combatants, “or any belligerent actions 
that fall short of ensuring that civilians 
remain outside the combat scene.” 

It said it continues to pray and hope 
“that the Parties will reach an agreement 
that would put an immediate end to the 
horrifying bloodbath and humanitarian 
catastrophe in the region.” 

The compound of the Holy Family 


Catholic Parish in Gaza City, sheltering following the Irish the terminally ill, cut off any 


some 600 displaced Christians, is not 
new to attacks by Israeli forces in their 
fight against Hamas. In December last 
year, an Israeli sniper killed two 
Christian women, a mother and her 
daughter, inside the compound. 

The incident came nearly two months 
after an air strike on a building adjacent 
to St. Porphyrios Greek Orthodox 
Church in which several people 
sheltered there lost their lives. 

Pope Francis and the Holy See, along 
with the United Nations, have 
repeatedly urged for the effective 
protection of civilians in the conflict. 

At an open debate of the Security 
Council Security in New York in May, the 
Permanent Mission of the Holy See 
lamented that civilian infrastructure 
such as schools, hospitals and places of 
worship, have become “devastating 
targets, disproportionately affecting the 
lives of the innocent and defenceless.” 
More recently, the Holy Land Justice and 
Peace Commission rejected the “just 
war” argument legitimizing the 
devastation and killing of civilians in 
response to Hamas attacks of October 7. 
In the unprecedented incursion, the 
Palestinian terrorists killed about 1,200 
people and seized 251 hostages, 116 of 
whom remain in Gaza including 42 
believed to be dead. Israel's retaliation 
war has killed so far at least 38,000 
people in Gaza, mostly civilians, 
according to data from the Hamas-run 
health ministry there. 


Vatican excommunicates pope 


critic for 'schism' 


Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano made 
headlines by calling for Francis's 
resignation and refusing to submit to 
him. 

The Vatican has excommunicated 
Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano, one of 
Pope Francis's most virulent critics, 
after judging him guilty of splitting the 
Church, the dicastery in charge of 
doctrine said on July 5. 

The 83-year-old ultra-conservative, 
who has called in the past for Francis to 
resign as pope, has been on trial since 
last month after being accused by the 
Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith 
of the crime of schism, or splitting the 
Catholic Church. 

"His public statements manifesting his 
refusal to recognize and submit to the 
Supreme Pontiff, his rejection of 
communion with the members of the 
Church subject to him, and of the 
legitimacy and magisterial authority of 
the Second Vatican Council are well 
known," wrote the dicastery in a 
statement. 

"At the conclusion of the penal process, 
the Most Reverend Carlo Maria Vigano 
was found guilty of the reserved delict 
of schism," it wrote, adding that his 
punishment was "excommunication" 
in accordance with canon law. 

An excommunicated Catholic is 
prohibited from administering and 
receiving the sacraments and from 
exercising ecclesiastical functions, 
according to canon law. 

Vigano -- who served as the Vatican's 
papal envoy to the United States from 
2011 to 2016 and who is backed by an 


ultra-conservative US church faction -- 
has been an outspoken critic of Francis, 
going so far as accusing him of heresy. 
In announcing last month that he had 
been summoned to appear before the 
powerful dicastery, which is charged 
with defending Catholic doctrine, the 
retired archbishop wrote on X: "I regard 
the accusations against me as an 
honor." 

He did not appear before the tribunal, 
which judged him in absentia. 

‘Judged as a heretic’ 

In a pages-long declaration, Vigano 
railed against Francis's welcome for 
undocumented migrants, his "delirious 
encyclicals" about climate change and 
authorization of blessings for same-sex 
couples, and accused him of promoting 
his allies. 

"I accuse Jorge Mario Bergoglio of 
heresy and schism, and I ask that he be 
judged as a heretic and schismatic and 
removed from the Throne which he has 
unworthily occupied for over eleven 
years," he wrote last month, using the 
Argentine pope's given name. 

Vigano is allied with staunch 
traditionalists within the Church, 
especially in the United States, who 
have battled Francis's more progressive 
moves on liturgical or social issues, 
such as the Latin Mass or welcoming 
LGBTQ people into the Church. 
Accusing him of sowing confusion and 
failing to uphold key Catholic beliefs, 
they have sometimes called into 
question the legitimacy of Francis as 
leader of the world's 1.3 million 
Catholics -- raising fears of a rupture 
within the Church. (UCA News) 


Irish Bishops underscore compassion and healing in end-of-life 


By Thaddeus Jones 

The Bishops of Ireland issue a 
pastoral letter for people of 
faith and goodwill who wish to 
protect and support human 
life in end-of-life situations. 
The Irish Catholic Bishops' 
Conference has published a 
pastoral statement entitled 
“Freedom to Live Fully, Until 
Death Comes” to inform 
people of faith and goodwill 
who wish to protect and 
support human life with 
dignity and compassion, 
especially in the last weeks of 
terminal illness. 

The pastoral letter came out 


parliament's “Final Report of 
the Joint Committee on 
Assisted Dying” published in 
March, in which the 
government introduces 
legislation allowing for 
assisted dying in certain 
circumstances. 

Growth, inner healing, peace 
Palliative and pastoral care 
ideally focus on the needs of 
the whole person, together 
with loved ones caring for the 
person, in light of God's 
unconditional love for all and 
the Christian duty to respond 
in turn. The statement and 
video illustrate how the final 
weeks of terminal illness can 


offer profound experiences of 
human and spiritual growth, 
the healing of past hurts, and 
the discovery of inner peace, 
even when the value of human 
life can be hard to recognise in 
weakness and fragility. 

More life in final days 

The pastoral letter recalls how 
“the Church does not and 
never has insisted on the use 
of extraordinary means to 
prolong life” or any moral 
obligation for a sick person “to 
accept treatment which they 
feel is unduly burdensome.” 
But “assisted suicide” would 
undermine the confidence of 


prospect of growth or healing 
and mark a failure of hope, the 
statement notes. 

The document affirms the 
“freedom to live” with the 
support of a “compassionate 
community of care” as the 
proper response that 
profoundly respects human 
dignity, whereas, “by 
legislating for assisted suicide 
or euthanasia, the State would 
contribute to undermining the 
confidence of people who are 
terminally ill, who want to be 
cared for and want to live life 
as fully as possible until death 
naturally comes.” 
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Revisiting the Vat II 
Constitutions in the 
Jubilee Year 


As the Catholic Church approaches the Jubilee Year 2025, themed 
"Pilgrims of Hope," it is essential to revisit and deeply engage with the 
foundational documents of the Second Vatican Council (Vatican II). 
Pope Francis has emphasized the significance of this engagement by 
dedicating the preceding years to the study and contemplation of the 
Council's teachings. Central to Vatican II are its four constitutions: 
Sacrosanctum Concilium, Lumen Gentium, Dei Verbum, and 
Gaudium et Spes. These documents collectively represent a profound 
renewal of Church life and mission. A thorough understanding of 
these constitutions is crucial for Catholics to prepare for and fully 
participate in the Jubilee Year celebrations. 

Sacrosanctum Concilium (The Constitution on the Sacred 
Liturgy): Sacrosanctum Concilium was the first document 
promulgated by Vatican II, highlighting the importance of the liturgy 
in the life of the Church. The constitution aimed to foster active 
participation in the liturgy, emphasizing that liturgical celebrations 
should be infused with hope and be a true prayer of the Trinity. The 
document called for reforms to make the liturgy more accessible and 
engaging, including the use of vernacular languages and a greater 
emphasis on Scripture. By studying Sacrosanctum Concilium, 
Catholics can better appreciate the liturgy as a communal act of 
glorifying God and understand their role as active participants rather 
than mere spectators. 

Lumen Gentium (The Dogmatic Constitution on the Church): 
Lumen Gentium addresses the nature and mission of the Church. It 
describes the Church as a sacrament of communion, emphasizing 
the universal call to holiness and the role of the laity in the Church's 
mission. This constitution underscores the Church's hierarchical 
structure while also highlighting the importance of collegiality 
among bishops. By delving into Lumen Gentium, Catholics can gaina 
deeper understanding of their identity as members of the Body of 
Christ and their responsibility to contribute to the Church's mission 
of evangelization and service. 

Dei Verbum (The Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation): Dei 
Verbum focuses on Divine Revelation and the importance of 
Scripture in the life of the Church. It affirms that God reveals Himself 
through both Scripture and Tradition, and it emphasizes the 
necessity of Scripture for teaching, preaching, and personal 
spirituality. The constitution encourages Catholics to read and study 
the Bible, understanding it as the Word of God that speaks to them 
personally. By engaging with Dei Verbum, Catholics can deepen their 
relationship with God and better appreciate the role of Scripture in 
their faith journey. 

Gaudium et Spes (The Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the 
Modern World): Gaudium et Spes addresses the Church's 
relationship with the contemporary world. It reflects on the joys, 
hopes, and challenges faced by humanity and calls for the Church to 
engage in dialogue with the world to address these issues. The 
document emphasizes human dignity, social justice, and the need for 
the Church to be a beacon of hope and compassion. By studying 
Gaudium et Spes, Catholics can better understand their role in 
bringing the light of Christ to the world and addressing modern 
societal challenges through the lens of their faith. 

As the Church prepares for the Jubilee Year 2025, studying the four 
constitutions of Vatican II is of paramount importance. These 
foundational documents provide profound insights into the liturgy, 
the nature of the Church, Divine Revelation, and the Church's 
engagement with the modern world. By immersing themselves in 
these teachings, Catholics can renew their faith, deepen their 
understanding of their role in the Church, and actively participate in 
the Jubilee Year celebrations. Vatican II's vision remains relevant, 
calling all faithful to live out their faith with renewed vigour and hope 
in the modern era. 


Sir, This letter is with reference to the Herald 
report (05-11 July 2024) on cancellation of FCRA 
registration of the Agra Catholic Diocese and 
prior to that the licences of several other leading 
Christian non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) namely World Vision India and the 
Archdiocese of Trivandrum. The news is indeed 
very heart-rending many welfare projects of 12 
dioceses under the Agra Archdiocese have come 
toagrinding halt. 

Over the last two years, more than 100 NGOs, 
including prominent names like the Centre for 
Policy Research (CPR), Rajiv Gandhi Foundation, 
Rajiv Gandhi Charitable Trust, and Oxfam India, 
have seen their FCRA licences revoked on 
allegations of misusing foreign grants. Caritas 
India appears to be on the line. 

Along with World Vision India, CPR's FCRA 
registration was cancelled in January 2024. CPR's 
President Yamini Aiyar told The Hindu that CPR 
is weighing its options on howit can seek justice. 
In a statement released on January 17, she said, 
“The basis of this decision is incomprehensible 
and disproportionate, and some of the reasons 
given challenge the very basis of the functioning 
of a research institution. This includes the 
publication on our website of policy reports 
emanating from our research being equated with 
current affairs programming.” (The Wire 
17.01.2024). 

The Law: The FCRA is like a rulebook for NGOs 
getting foreign donations. It makes sure the 
money is used properly and doesn't go towards 
any illegal activities. 

Why Cancellations? The government claims 
these NGOs misused the foreign donations they 


received. 

Harish Kumar, a partner at Luthra and Luthra 
Law Offices India, clarifies, "To accept foreign 
contribution/donation from a ‘foreign source’, 
obtaining prior permission or an FCRA 
registration licence from the Ministry of Home 
Affairs (MHA) is mandatory. Without this 
registration or prior permission, it's illegal to 
accept foreign contributions." 

"It may be noted that an organisation can apply 
for prior permission- if it does not have FCRA 
registration but has commitment from a foreign 
source. The prior permission is for receipt of a 
specific amount from a specific donor for 
carrying out specific activities/projects and is 
valid for a period as mentioned in the prior 
permission. However, FCRA registration can be 
applied without having any commitment from a 
foreign source and is generally valid for a period 
of five years," he says. (Business Standard 
12.04.2024). 

"As of April 3, 2024, there are 16,242 NGOs 
operating with active FCRA licences. Conversely, 
the licences of 14,396 NGOs are deemed expired, 
and a further 20,701 NGOs have had their 
licences cancelled for a variety of reasons since 
1976 (the year the Act was enacted)," says Sanjay 
Jain, a senior advocate and former Assistant 
Solicitor General (ASG). 

With increasing revocation of FCRA registration, 
Indian Christian NGOs will have to toil hard for 
domestic funds, CSR being one of the main 
options, though not easy. Can our own 
businesspersons, finance professionals and 
lawyers can show a silver lining? 

ISAAC HAROLD GOMES, Kolkata 


Sir, The post-human has arrived. One of the 
greatest threats to humanity now is the arrival of 
Artificial Intelligence. AI will soon replace the 
basic theo-anthropological structure/unit of the 
human family in the here and now. Unless we act 
today, it will existentially threaten both our 
religions. How do we counter the seductions of 
AI? We start learning from what Hinduism and 
Roman Catholicism teaches us about silence. Al 
can pretend to be silent even when it is highly 
evolved as it will be. But it cannot remain truly 
silent. The cornerstone of Hinduism is Yoga 
which is rooted ontologically in the absence of 
the modifications of the mind or, inner chatter. 
The Yoga Sutras have methods to silence the 
monkey-mind. This same tradition we find in 
Roman Catholicism which has time-tested ways 
which help us transition from the restless 
economy of the tyrannical Pharoah's time to the 
time of God who invites us to contemplate Him 
within His relaxed time. The time of YHWH is 
relaxed and silent. For me, of course, God is 
Mother and Her; since I am a Shakti sadhak. AI 
simply has no use for silence. We need to discuss 
online and in this paper on the likes of Thomas a 
Kempis and Trailanga Swami. Both emphasised 
silence. Both invite us to not speak even about 
good things. It is not for nothing that St. James 
warns us that the tongue is a burning fire. AI can 
pretend to contemplate God qua Brahman qua 
Shakti. But it has no use for the transcendent. 
And in both our religions, the idea of the holy 
derives from the practice of interior and exterior 
silence. More than a decade ago I wrote on St. 
Edith Stein in this paper, and in 2022, I spoke at 
length on Stein and Samkhya while delivering 
the de Nobili Endowment Lecture at the 
International Jesuit Centre for Philosophical 
Excellence, Satya Nilayam at Chennai. Edith 
Stein's phenomenology and Samkhya both are 
rooted in silence, and it is from that 
phenomenological silence, we have empathy. It 
is this empathy which opens the door for 


interreligious dialogue for both religions. 
Without this Samkhya oriented silence, explored 
by Edith Stein in her philosophical corpus, we 
have no chance against AI. Already most of us are 
trapped within the unforgiving economy of the 
Pharoah's over-consumption and unnecessary 
production. 'Maun' or silence, is the cornerstone 
of both our religions and it is a rebellion against 
the Pharoah's regime. We ignore 'being silent’ at 
great peril by busying ourselves with redundant 
activities which will not allow us to contemplate 
the burning, dazzling beauty of the glory and 
liberty of the Supreme Godhead so well 
represented by the Jesuit poet, Gerard Manley 
Hopkins. 

I would recommend my Catholic sisters and 
brothers to explore my religion's methods of 
silencing ourselves in the here and now. I on my 
part love the Rule of the Camaldoli. Those of us 
interested in silence and the reclusive life for the 
sake of the Supreme Godhead; let us unite here 
and online and continue the interreligious 
dialogue project. Too much talkis tiresome anda 
waste of time. Rather, we should learn from each 
other --- Hindu meditation is not Catholic 
recollection. While I need to apply Catholic 
methods of recollection and contemplative 
Adoration to my chosen charism as a Shakti 
upasak; the time is nigh that Catholics need to 
begin a renewed engagement with the Yoga 
Sutras and an altogether new engagement with 
our Agamas and other lesser-known scriptures. 
They all teach methods of silence for the sake of 
our brother and God. 

Let us unite together against this new form that 
inhumanity has taken. And defeat it through love 
for one another. Love for the other comes not 
through many words. Love, indeed, cannot be 
conveyed in words at all; it is through silence that 
we go to encounter God of whom AI certainly has 
nouse for. 

Yours truly, 

Dr. Subhasis Chattopadhyay, Kolkata 
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Our Lady 


Hermits lived on Mount 
Carmel near the Fountain of 
Elijah in northern Israel in 
the 12th century. They hada 
chapel dedicated to Our | 
Lady. By the 13th century 
they became known as 
“Brothers of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel.” They soon 
celebrated a special Mass 
and Office in honor of Mary. 
In 1726, itbecameacelebra- | 
tion of the universal Church 
under the title of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel. 

For centuries the Carmelites 
have seen themselves as 
specially related to Mary. Their great saints and 
theologians have promoted devotion to her and 
often championed the mystery of her Immacu- 
late Conception. 

Saint Teresa of Avila called Carmel “the Order of 
the Virgin.” Saint John of the Cross credited 
Mary with saving him from drowning as a child, 
leading him to Carmel, and helping him escape 
from prison. Saint Thérése of the Child Jesus 
believed that Mary cured her from illness. On 
her First Communion day, Thérése dedicated 
her life to Mary. During the last days of her life 
she frequently spoke of Mary. 

There is a tradition—which may not be 
historical—that Mary appeared to Saint Simon 
Stock, a leader of the Carmelites, and gave hima 
scapular, telling him to promote devotion to it. 
The scapularis a modified version of Mary's own 
garment. It symbolizes her special protection 


Once upon a time, there was a young 
couple named Adam and Emily. They 

met in college and fell deeply in love. 

They promised to each other that they 
would love and support each other no 
matter what happens. 

After graduation, Adam landed ajobina 
different city, and Emily stayed back in 

their hometown. The couple continued 

their long-distance relationship, talking 

on the phone every day and texting each 

other all the time. They promised to be faithful 
and to wait for each other until they could be 
together again. 

Months passed, and Adam became busier with 
his job, while Emily was struggling with her 
studies. They started to drift apart, and their 
conversations became less frequent. One day, 
Adam received a call from Emily. She sounded 
sad and distant. 

“Adam, I'm sorry,” she said. “I've met someone 
else, and I don't think I can keep my promise to 
you anymore.” 

Adam was heartbroken. He couldn't believe 
that Emily had broken their promise. He tried 
to convince her to give their relationship 
another chance, but Emily was determined to 
move on. Adam was devastated, but he 
respected her decision. 

Years passed, and Adam moved on with his life. 
He found a new job, made new friends, and 
even started dating again. But he never forgot 
Emily and the promise they had made to each 
other. 

One day, Adam received a call from Emily. She 
was crying, and her voice was shaky. 

“Adam, I need you,” she said. “My husband has 
left me, and I don't know what to do. I remem- 


and calls the wearers to consecrate themselves 
to her in a special way. The scapular reminds us 
of the gospel call to prayer and penance—a call 
that Mary models ina splendid way. 

The Carmelites were known from early on as 
“Brothers of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.” The 
title suggests that they saw Mary not only as 
“mother,” but also as “sister.” The word sister is a 
reminder that Mary is very close to us. She is the 
daughter of God and therefore can help us be 
authentic daughters and sons of God. She also 
can help us grow in appreciation of being sisters 
and brothers to one another. She leads us to a 
new realization that all human beings belong to 
the family of God. When such a conviction 
grows, there is hope that the human race can 
find its way to peace. 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel is the Patron Saint 
of Chile. 


Short Story 


bered the promise we made, and I knew you 
were the only one who could help me.” 

Adam was surprised to hear from Emily, but he 
didn't hesitate to help her. He flew to her city 
and stayed with her for a few days. He 
comforted her and helped her through her 
difficult time. 

As they spent time together, Adam realized that 
he still loved Emily, and she felt the same way. 
They talked about their past, their mistakes, 
and the promise they had made to each other. 
“Emily, I know we've both made mistakes, but I 
still love you,” Adam said. “I want to keep our 
promise and be there for you always.” 

Emily looked at him with tears in her eyes. 
“Adam, I love you too,” she said. “I'm sorry I 
broke our promise. I never should have given 
up onus.” 

Adam and Emily reconciled, and they got 
married a few months later. They kept their 
promise to each other and remained faithful 
and supportive throughout their lives. 

Moral Lesson: Promises are sacred and should 
never be broken. It's essential to keep your 
word, even when it's difficult or inconvenient. 
True love and loyalty are built on trust and 
keeping promises. 
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Fifteenth Ordinary Sunday [B]- Sunday July 14 
(Am 7:12-15, Ps 85; Eph 1:3-14, Mk 6:7-13) 


Introduction: Today's readings remind us of our Divine adoption 
as God's children and of our call to preach the Good News of Jesus 
by bearing witness to God's love, mercy, and salvation, as revealed 
through Jesus:“God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world.” (Eph 1:4). 
Scripture lessons summarized: The first reading (Am 7:12-15), 
warns us that our witnessing mission will be rejected, as happened 
to the Old Testament prophets like Amos. He was ordered by 
Amaziah, the angry chief priest serving in the Northern Kingdom of 
Israel at Bethel, to take his prophesying back to his own country, the 
Southern Kingdom of Judah. Amos defended his prophetic role 
with courage, clarifying that it was not his, but God's choice to 
elevate him from a shepherd and tree-dresser to a prophet. Like 
Amos, we are chosen by God, through the mystery of Divine 
adoption in Jesus, to become missionaries and to preach the “Good 
News,” mainly by Christian witnessing. 
The Responsorial Psalm (Ps 85) Refrain has us begging God for 
that Salvation, singing “Lord, let us see Your Kindness, and grant us 
Your Salvation.” 
In the second reading (Eph 1:3-14), St. Paul explains the blessings 
that we have received through our Baptism and the responsibility 
we have to become missionaries. Then Paul reveals the Divine 
secret that it is God's eternal plan to extend salvation, through 
Jesus, to all mankind — first to the Jews and then to the Gentiles. 
Hence, the Jewish and the Gentile Christians need to love, help, and 
respect one another, and thus, to proclaim Jesus, giving true 
witness to him by their lives. 
In today's Gospel (Mk 6:1-13),the evangelist tells the story ofJesus' 
commissioning of the twelve apostles to preach the “Good News” of 
repentance, forgiveness of sins, liberation, and salvation through 
Jesus. Just as God sent the prophet Amos to preach repentance to 
ancient Israel and St. Paul to preach the Good News of salvation to 
the Gentiles, so Jesus sends forth the Twelve to proclaim the Good 
News of God's Kingdom and to bring healing to those who need it 
most. Today's Gospel reports the instruction Jesus gave the apostles 
for their first mission. They are to be walking illustrations of God's 
love and providence in action. They are to preach repentance — a 
change of heart and a change of action taking people from a self- 
centered life to a God-centered life. 
Life Messages: We, too, have a witnessing mission: We are called 
to be witnessing disciples and evangelizing apostles. As witnessing 
disciples, we need to follow, imitate, reflect, and radiate only Jesus. 
As apostles, we need to evangelize the world by sharing with others 
our experience of God and His Son, Jesus, by proclaiming Jesus’ 
Gospel and promised salvation through our transparent Christian 
lives and words, radiating the love, mercy, forgiveness, spirit of 
humble service and concern of Jesus to the people around us. 
2) We also have the liberating mission of helping to free people from 
the demons of nicotine, alcohol, drugs, gambling, pornography, 
promiscuous sex, hatred, jealousy, racial prejudice, and 
consumerism. We need the help of Jesus to liberate both ourselves 
and others from these things. 
Homily starter anecdotes: “Bring your daughter to me in three 
weeks' time and I will speak to her.” There's a story about a troubled 
mother who had a daughter who was addicted to sweets. One day 
she approached Gandhi, explained the problem to him and asked 
whether he might talk to the young girl. Gandhi replied: “Bring your 
daughter to me in three weeks' time and I will speak to her.” After 
three weeks, the mother brought her daughter to him. He took the 
young girl aside and spoke to her about the harmful effects of eating 
sweets excessively and urged her to abandon her bad habit. The 
mother thanked Gandhi for this advice and then asked him: “But 
why didn't you speak to her three weeks ago?” Gandhi replied: 
“Because three weeks ago, I was still addicted to sweets!” 
— And there's the lesson: We must do more than just point out the 
right road to others, we must be on that road ourselves. For this 
reason, the integrity of our private lives and private morals, down to 
the smallest detail, is the real power behind our words. 
(Fr. Ron Rolheiser). (https://frtonyshomilies.com/). 

- Fr. Anthony Kadavil 
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Cardinal Hollerich: Restarting 
from the first fruits of synodality 


Kolkata | July 12-18, 2024 


Minority Scholarship Schemes - 
An Awareness Programme at Fatima Shrine 
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By Fr. Francis Satish Makhal 

Minority Scholarship Schemes - An 
Awareness Programme was held at Fatima 
Shrine Hall, on 26th June 2024 at 5pm, 
organised by Seva Kendra, Kolkata in 
collaboration with its sister organisa-tion, 
“Touching Lives” resource person being 
Ms. Mary Margaret Anthony for students 
of class 1 to under- graduates. 75 students 
and parents enrolled for this awareness 
programme. The resource persons, 
through power point presenta-tion, laid 
bare the various schemes offered by the 
State Government, so that the students 
avail them for their education and growth. 
The Portal for registration expected to 


At a restaurant, a cockroach suddenly 
flew from somewhere and sat on a lady. 
She started screaming out of fear. With a 
panic stricken face and trembling voice, 
she started jumping with both her hands 
desperately trying to get rid of the 
cockroach. Her reaction was contagious 
as everyone in her group also got panicky. 
The lady finally managed to push the 
cockroach away but it landed on another 
lady in the group. 

Now it was the turn of the other lady in 
the group to continue the drama. The 


start after 15th of July 2024 onwards. It 
began with an opening prayer by the Asst. 
Parish Priest, Fr. Anto and then the 
introductory talk to orient the gathering 
for the evening's agenda. Amidst great 
enthusiasm queries were answered and 
guidelines were provided for applying for 
the schemes as per individual require- 
ments. 

The programme came to an end with light 
refreshments for all present there. The 
Parishioners are also thankful to Fr. 
Francis Satish Makhal (Parish Priest), Ms 
Mary Gomes from Seva Kendra and SVP 
volunteers for all support and encourage- 
ment for seeing to the smooth running of 
the programme. 


waiter rushed forward to their rescue. In 
the relay of throwing, the cockroach next 
fell upon the waiter. The waiter stood 
firm, composed himself and observed 
the behavior of the cockroach on his 
shirt. When he was confident enough, he 
grabbed it with his fingers and threw it 
out of the restaurant. 

Why was the waiter not disturbed? He 
handled it near to perfection without any 
chaos. 

Itis not the cockroach, but the inability of 
the ladies to handle the disturbance 
caused by the cockroach that disturbed 
the ladies. 

We should not react in life. We should 
always respond. The women reacted, 
whereas the waiter responded. Reactions 
are always instinctive whereas responses 
are always well thought of, just and right 
to save a situation from going out of 
hand, to avoid cracks in a relationship, to 
avoid making decisions in anger, anxiety, 
stress or hurry. 
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By Jean-Charles Putzolu 


The Synod's General Rapporteur delves 
into some themes of the new Synod 
working document, in an interview with 
Vatican News. 

At the press conference for the Instru- 
mentum laboris of the second session of 
the Synod on Synodality, it was hard to 
miss Jesuit Cardinal Jean-Claude 
Hollerich's presentation. 

Vatican News asked the Luxembourgish 
prelate to delve into some themes of the 
document - from ecclesiology to the co- 
responsibility of lay people, men and 
women, to the Church's evangelizing 
mission, and our common journey, 
based on a shared baptism, with other 
Churches and Christian communities. 
Interview with Cardinal Hollerich: 

Q: Your Eminence, where do we start 
again from? How was the Instrumentum 
laboris, presented today, constructed in 
relation to previous documents such as 
the Summary Report and the Instrume- 
ntum laboris of the first session? 

The working document was not drawn 
up from scratch. We have the Summary 
Report of the first session, then we have 
the reactions from all the Churches 
again. It is a theological reflection on 
what was said in the first session. All of 
this together forms the Instrumentum 
laboris, which is a working tool, not the 
result of the Synod. At the beginning of 
the Synod, members have their ideas, 
and the working tool is made to stimulate 
the necessary debates during the Synod 
session. 

Q: What topics will these debates cover? 
The theme of ecclesiology, how to be a 
synodal Church, but on a mission. This is 
important: we are on a mission, the 
Church, the people of the baptized, has 
been sent by God to proclaim the Gospel 
to the world. And this is our task. We have 
discovered, not only we delegates in the 
Synod but all the People of God who have 
lived elements of synodality in different 
ways over the past three years, that there 
are fruits of synodality and these fruits 
are for the mission. 

Q: For the mission, the Church needs lay 
people, men and women. There is much 
talk about the responsibility, the 
appreciation of lay people. What can we 
expect on this point? 

Yes, certainly. The Church is nota clerical 
Church; the Church is a Church of the 


baptized. Women and men, all are called 
by God to proclaim the Gospel and to 
form the Church. Therefore, there is 
participation from everyone and a co- 
responsibility in proclaiming the Gospel. 
This does not mean that ordained mini- 
stries, bishops, priests are abandoned, 
but they find their full meaning in a 
synodal Church. 

Q: To what extent can lay people, men, 
and women be given responsibility 
within the Church? 

For lay people, there is no difference for 
the Church concerning participation 
and co-responsibility between men and 
women. Everything is open to women 
and men. We already saw this when the 
Pope opened the lay ministries of acolyte 
and lector to women, and then in the 
new ministry of catechist, there is 
equality between women and men. 

The Synod does not address the issue of 
women's priestly ordination because it 
has not been raised by the whole world. 
Some local Churches have raised the 
question of women's diaconate, and 
there is a commission to deepen the 
theological reflection on this point - to 
better understand what the diaconate is, 
which is participation in an ordained but 
not priestly ministry, rather of service. 

So the second question, after this 
reflection, would be if this ordained 
ministry can be opened to women. But 
this is part of a process, and one should 
not think that all processes are 
concluded with this session of the Synod. 
The Church will advance in a synodal 
way; the People of God will walk through 
history in a synodal way. And there will 
be questions to answer. 

Q: Does walking together in a synodal 
way also mean doing so with sister 
Churches? 

That's clear, because if we are the People 
of God, and we are the people of the 
baptized, we have baptism also in other 
Churches and Christian communities, 
and we respect that baptism and these 
Churches, and we love them. And we see 
that in these Churches, too, the Holy 
Spirit is at work. 

Therefore, this task of evangelizing the 
world is acommon task for all Churches. 
We must proclaim the Gospel to the 
world together, in our diversity. And I 
think that even the fraternal delegates 
from other Christian denominations 
have been very open in this Synod. 
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World Religions to commit to 
Rome Call on AI in Hiroshima 


By Lisa Zengarini 

Religious leaders from across the world 
meet in Hiroshima, Japan, to sign the 
“Rome Call for AI Ethics”, emphasizing 
the vital importance of guiding the 
development of artificial intelligence with 
ethical principles that promote peace. 
Leaders of the major world religions are 
gathered in the Japanese city of Hiro- 
shima this week to reaffirm their commit- 
ment to making sure that artificial 
intelligence (AI) is developed ethically 
and responsibly for peace. 

Titled “AI Ethics for Peace: World 
Religions commit to the Rome Call”, the 
two-day forum is co-organized by the 
Pontifical Academy of Life (PAV), 
Religions for Peace Japan, the United Arab 
Emirates' Abu Dhabi Forum for Peace, 
and the Chief Rabbinate of Israel's 
Commission for Interfaith Relations. 
Signing of the “Rome Call for AI 
Ethics” 

The highlight of the multi-faith event, 
which kicked off on Tuesday, will be the 
signing of the “Rome Call for AI Ethics”, 
issued in 2020 by the Pontifical Academy 
for Life and furthered by the RenAlIssance 
Foundation, emphasizing the vital 
importance of guiding the development 
of artificial intelligence with ethical 
principles to ensure it serves the good of 
humanity. 

The document, co-signed in Rome by 
Microsoft, IBM, the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the 
Italian Government, aims to foster an 
ethical approach to artificial intelligence 
and to promote a sense of responsibility 
among organizations, governments, 
information technology (IT) companies, 
and institutions, in order to shape a future 
in which digital innovation and techno- 
logical progress serve human genius and 
creativity while safeguarding the human 
dignity of every individual and the planet. 
A multi-religious approach to the 
challenges posed by AI 

Following the signing of the “Rome Call” 
by leaders of the three Abrahamic religi- 
ons (Christianity, Islam and Judaism) in 
2023, in the name of peaceful coexistence 
and shared values, the event aims to 
reinforce the idea that a multi-religious 
approach to vital questions such as AI 
ethics is the path to follow. 

In a press release, organizers remark that 
the choice of the venue holds a particular 
significance, as Hiroshima stands as a 
powerful testament to the consequences 
of destructive technology and the endu- 
ring quest for peace. 

A shared responsibility for peace and 
our common home 

In his opening remarks at the session, on 
Tuesday morning, the president of the 
Vatican's Pontifical Academy for Life, 
Bishop Vincenzo Paglia, reiterated the 
crucial role religions are called to play to 
ensure that the development of artificial 
intelligence, “a great tool with unlimited 
possibilities of application” he said, 
proceeds hand in hand with protecting 
the dignity of every human being and 
preserving our common home. “This is 
our common responsibility, and in this 
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shared effort we can rediscover real 
fraternity,” he remarked. 
“In Hiroshima, a highly symbolic place, 
we strongly invoke peace, and we ask that 
technology be a driver of peace and 
reconciliation among peoples. We stand 
here, together, to say loudly that standing 
together and acting together is the only 
possible solution.” 
Cooperation, solidarity and ethical 
integrity 
Bishop Paglia's words were echoed by 
those of the leaders of the other organi- 
zing partners. "Cooperation, solidarity, 
and joint work are necessary to deal with 
the developments of Artificial Intelli- 
gence,” said Sheikh Abdallah Bin 
Bayyah, President of the Abu Dhabi 
Forum for Peace. “In doing so, we can 
pave the way for a future in which Al is a 
force for good —a future in which the fruits 
of technology are harnessed to build a 
more tolerant, peaceful and virtuous 
world," he said. 
For his part, Rev. Yoshiharu Tomatsu, 
Chairperson of Religions for Peace Japan 
reiterated his organization's commit- 
ment to ensure that AI promotes “inclusi- 
vity and mutual respect for everyone." 
Rabbi Eliezer Simha Weisz, Member of the 
Chief Rabbinate of Israel's Commission 
for Interfaith Relations, insisted that as 
people of faith, religious leaders “carry a 
unique responsibility to infuse our 
pursuit of AI with moral clarity and ethical 
integrity.” 
He further highlighted the need to utilize 
AI “not merely as a tool for progress, but as 
a conduit for deepening our connection 
to the divine and fortifying our spiritual 
journey. “AI strengthens our faith in God, 
providing avenues for exploring the 
intricacies of creation and the mysteries 
of existence," he said. 
Ethical governance of AI 
Other speakers on Tuesday included 
Father Paolo Benanti, Professor of Ethics 
of Technology at the Pontifical Gregorian 
University, who presented the Hiroshima 
Addendum on Generative AI. 
The document focuses on the need for 
ethical governance of generative AI - an 
ongoing process that requires a sustained 
commitment from all stakeholders so 
that its potential is used for the good of 
humanity. 
Also speaking on Tuesday were high 
representatives of IT companies such as 
Microsoft, IMB Cisco, as well as UN and 
FAO officials. 
The gathering will conclude on July 10 
with the signing of the “Rome Appeal 
After the testimony of an atomic bomb 
survivor, participants also planned to visit 
the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park, as 
well as the Cenotaph of the atomic bomb 
victims where they will lay flowers in their 
memory. 
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Be the reason for someone 


By Anne Ailis Policarpio 

My life-dictum in life has been: What do 
we live for ifnot to make life easier for one 
another? I recently had a pleasant 
experience through my sharing that 
doubled my joy. For some years, I had a 
piano at my home. I looked for ways to 
give it away to someone who is a trained 
pianist and would take care ofit and use it 
well. I wanted to give it to a trained 
pianist. The idea of giving the piano away 
was there sometime in mind. 

After floating the idea to my friends, and 
colleagues, I shared it with my friend Irin 
Devera whom I knew for some years. 
There sprang a surprise in our conver- 
sation. My friend was pleasantly surpri- 
sed at my proposal. She could not believe 
when I shared that she could have my 
piano free of cost. Then Irin narrated this. 
It has been many months; her elder 
daughter Ruth had been praying for a 
piano. She was after her mom to get a 
piano for her. Ruth kept track of the 
advertisements for piano on Facebook 
and the Best Buy Canada. The ones 
among the ads she liked were expensive. 
She had been sharing with her mom Irin 
now and then that she wanted a piano to 
keep fresh and to master her skills of 
playing the piano. 

Ruth playfully complained to mom, 
“Why cannot I have the piano that I love 
to play with? Why does God not give it to 
me so fast? Why is Jesus testing my 
patience?” 

To the Devera family, gifting of the piano 
turned out to be just an act of God - an 
answer to their prayer. As per the family 
and Irin, the piano from me was a sure 
answer to her daughter's non-stop daily 
prayer. Regarding the piano, Irin and me 
never had a conversation in the past 
though we both knew each other for a 
long time. In the process of sharing the 
piano, both ofus had so much happiness. 
Irin's family was in the seventh heaven to 
have learnt that the piano would soon 
arrive at their home. Primarily, the whole 
family was happy for Ruth. After 
finalizing the process to bring home the 
piano, the whole family of eight fetched 
the piano from my home. I was thrilled to 
see how the whole family made it a joyful 
experience. Their faces were like they 
won a lottery ticket of a million dollars. I 
experienced how happy they were. After 
fixing the piano at Irin's home, the six 
children took a video of themselves 
singing a song of gratitude, and sent it to 
me expressing joy, and happiness. In the 
video, Ruth herself played piano with 
much joy. I had tears of joy while watch- 
ing the video. I found my joy doubled 
looking at all the smiles of my friend's 
family. The lyrics of the Filipino song may 
be translated in English as: “Thank you, 
we're together again. ... Thanks to you, 
my friend. Thankyou, thankyou.” 


's smile today! 


Through the event, we could pick up 
some life-lessons: 

-My intention was just to share the piano 
with someone who knew how to play it. I 
shared the piano because of the value of 
sharing. Irin had a heart to acknowledge 
the goodness inherent in the sharing. She 
did not stop with that. She involved her 
whole family of eight members in the 
family. 

In this event, an honest sharing of resour- 
ces has turned out to be an answer to the 
prayer of my friend's daughter who had 
been knocking at the door ofJesus' hearts 
many times. But the answer came 
through the kind gesture unknown to her 
(in God's time). 

-Answer to prayer is around when 
someone opens her/ his closed hands 
and starts sharing. Here I happened to be 
a sharer, and tomorrow you could be in 
my place. 

‘Genuine and honest sharing builds 
friendship. It deepens friendship. It 
strengthens the bond. It makes us smile 
again. 

‘Here in Canada, most families share 
their resources with the newly arrived 
immigrants so that their initial time of 
settling does not cost them financially. 
Additionally, the family shares its 
resources when they are well off with the 
newly arrived immigrants. The unending 
circle of sharing goes on. 

-““Anyone can find the dirt in someone 
but be someone who finds the gold.” 
Today when you go to bed, do not give up 
on your prayer for something that you 
have been praying for. Continue praying 
if you have been sincerely asking from 
God. There may be someone around you 
who may surprise you with a gift you have 
been praying for. You could also walk 
around your home, and have a look at the 
closet and kitchen, ask, “do I have at 
home/close things that I do not use any 
more and I am not in need of it.” Maybe, 
my sibling (my parent/ uncle/ nephew/ 
niece/ cousin/ co-worker/ needy 
neighbour) needs it and the longtime 
friend who cannot afford it. Even some 
could have a look at their savings and 
reflect: “Do I have some extra savings 
(time/ talents/ resources) which could be 
shared with the institute (in my 
neighbourhood) that provides shelter to 
senior citizens, and homeless children.” 
It is through the tiny knots of friendship 
that God is bridging angels in human 
form to fill up with much joy and 
happiness. 

I continually thank God for the opportu- 
nity to bring smiles to my friend's family. 
How would you like to respond? What 
shall we do to spread happiness around 
and build the faith of the people? Today I 
had an opportune moment to fulfil my 
life-dictum: “What do we live for if not to 
make life easier for one another?” What is 
your life-dictum? Shall we put in a little 
more effort to make life easier for others, 
and make them smile again? Shall we be 
the reason for someone's smile today! 
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In Loving Memory | 


Stan Swamy 


Celebrating the spirit of Stan Swamy 


AND WE'LL STILL 
SING OF 


FREEDOM 


By Cedric Prakash 

Ahmedabad: When on July 5, 2021, the fascist regime of 
India, killed Jesuit Father Stan Swamy, they succeeded only 
in destroying the frail body of an 84-year-old Catholic 
Priest. Today, three years after that fateful day, the Spirit of 
Stan Swamy lives on. 

Millions of people: the Adivasis and the Dalits, the 
excluded and the exploited, the marginalised and the 
exploited, the displaced and the denied, the poor and other 
vulnerable, the academics and the writers, human rights 
defenders, other civil society and political leaders 
remember him with fondly. 

The fascist regime has not been able to destroy the Spirit of 
Stan Swamy- they will never be able to do so! His Spirit lives 
on forever: millions today celebrate it and try to emulate his 
Spirit! The Spirit of Stan Swamy will never be killed! His 
spirit is radiated through the five inter-related dimensions 
of Symbol, Servant, Shepherd, Singer and Saint! 

Stan Swamy is aSYMBOL 

He is a symbol of resistance! He is a symbol of hope! He is a 
symbol of anew dawn! He is asymbol that justice and truth, 
which will ultimately triumph, whatever the consequences 
or the price, one may temporarily have to pay! Stan Swamy 
is a sign-post, a non-negotiable direction for the country 
today, particularly for the sub-alterns, those who have 
nowhere to go, those who live on the peripheries of society. 
Stan is a symbol of the relentless struggles of ordinary 
people belonging to all sections of society. He is a symbol 
for the ostracised and the dehumanised, that all is not lost! 
That there is still hope and that change is inevitable. 

Stan Swamy is aSERVANT 

Aservant in the complete sense of the word! Someone who 
loved to serve others and he served with love! Stan Swamy 
was a servant made in the image and likeness of his Master 
Jesus. At the Last Supper, Jesus, went down on his knees to 
wash the feet of his disciples. It was an unimaginable 
gesture at that time. The mandate of Jesus to his disciples 
was clear: “do this in memory of me!”; “love one another, as 
I have loved you!” Stan lived this mandate throughout his 
life in the service of others. He served others without 
counting the cost! He did so with humility and selflessness. 
He epitomised what is referred to, as 'servant-leadership,' 
today! Like Jesus, he knelt down and washed the feet of his 
people, he embraced them, he held their hands and walked 
the miles with them in their struggle for justice, liberty, 
equality, fraternity and dignity! 

Stan Swamy isa SHEPHERD 

Accompanying his people to greener pastures; being in 
their midst: in their 'joy and hope, grief and anguish’. Stan 
Swamy lived in the villages of Adivasis, ate their food, sang 
their songs, danced with them. He lived a simple, frugal life 
and his possessions were the meagre necessities. He was a 
compassionate pastor! A little after he assumed office, Pope 
Francis called on the world's priests to stay close to the 
vulnerable, the marginalized and to be “shepherds living 
with the smell of the sheep.” “This is what I am asking you,” 
he said with emphasis, looking up from his prepared text, 
“be shepherds with the smell of sheep.” In 'Evangelii 
Gaudium' Pope Francis issued the same call to all 
Christians, “Evangelisers thus take on the 'smell of the 


sheep’ and the sheep are willing to hear their voice” Stan 
Swamy did exactly this: and his people heard his voice! 

Stan Swamy is a SINGER 

Who always had a song to sing! Stan would surely smile 
hearing this! A true singer, everyone knows, is much more 
than a song: much more than the lyrics and the music. A 
singer is the soul, is the spirit that touches, that motivates, 
that inspires that leads. The singer is about attitude and 
conviction, about one's body language: the song is from the 
heart! A singer cannot be caged, can never be imprisoned. 
The song is immortal: the words will never die. From Taloja 
Jail, during his incarceration, Stan Swamy wrote, “my needs 
are limited. The Adivasis and the Society of Jesus, have 
taught me to lead a simple life... Listening to the life 
narratives of the poor prisoners is my joy in Taloja Jail... I 
see God in their pains and smiles... Many of such poor 
under trials don't know what charges have been put on 
them, have not seen their charge sheet and just remain for 
years without any legal or other assistance. The 16 co- 
accused have not been able to meet each other as we are 
lodged in different jails or different 'circles' with the same 
jail”; he concludes, “But we will still sing in chorus. A caged 
bird can still sing.” 

Stan Swamy is a SAINT 

There is no doubt about that! A saint is one who personifies 
holiness in the small simple, ordinary things of daily life. 
Pope Francis gave us an incisive Apostolic Exhortation in 
2018, 'Gaudete Et Exsultate' (On the Call to Holiness in 
Today's World). In it he emphasises that saints are not only 
those who have been beatified and canonised by the 
Catholic Church. Pope Francis states, “your identification 
with Christ and his will involves a commitment to build 
with him that kingdom of love, justice and universal peace. 
Christ himself wants to experience this with you, in all the 
efforts and sacrifices that it entails, but also in all the joy 
and enrichment it brings. You cannot grow in holiness 
without committing yourself, body and soul, to giving your 
best to this endeavour”. A description that fits Stan Swamy 
to the T! His companions in prison Vernon Gonsalves and 
Arun Ferreira will testify to this! Stan Swamy was a living 
saint — the Adivasis believed in him! A few days after his 
death, in July 2021, hundreds gathered together at 
‘Bagaicha' near Ranchi, the Centre he had begun for the 
rights of the Adivasis. During the memorial ceremony, his 
name was etched on the stone that had the names of tribal 
leaders who gave their lives for the sake of their people! Yes, 
Stan Swamy is a martyr and a Saint! Many pray to him 
today! 

Alpa Shah, who teaches at the London School of Econo- 
mics, recently released her path-breaking book, 'The 
Incarcerations: Bhima Koregaon and the Search for 
Democracy in India’. 

She writes, “In July 2018. Stan found himself accused of 
sedition by the Jharkhand government, alongside nineteen 
others. He wrote an email to his friends on 28 July 2018 in 
defence of his new status has a national traitor. 'FIRs have 
been made out. We are accused of supporting the self- rule 
movement taking place among Adivasis in Jharkhand and 
neighbouring states of central India. Pathalgadi (erection 
of stone slabs) listing the powers of gram sabha (village 
councils) as per PESA Act 1996 and declaring their right to 
self-governance. The state government is not able to digest 
this declaration and calls it “a war against the state” and all 
those who supportit as desh drohi (a national traitor)! In an 
attachment to the email, Stan listed all the issues he had 
raised about the government and ruling class policy in the 
light of the Indian Constitution and concluded, ‘if this 
makes me a'desh drohi', thenso beit”! 

That was and is the quintessential Stan Swamy and his 
indomitable spirit: Symbol, Servant, Shepherd, Singer and 
Saint all rolled in one! That Spirit will never die! We are ALL 
called to celebrate and emulate that Spirit today! 

UJesuit Father Cedric Prakash isa human rights, 
reconciliation and peace activist/ writer. 

Contact: cedricprakash@gmail.com ) 


Indian villagers vow 
to keep alive Father 
Swamy's legacy 


People in a southern Indian village have vowed 
to keep alive the legacy of Jesuit Father Stan 
Swamy, who they say was forced to die as a 
prisoner three years ago because of his commit- 
ment to the poor. 

Young people in Swamy's native village of 
Viragalur in Tamil Nadu state have formed an 
association — Stan Swamy Youth Association — 
to immortalize the memory of the priest 
through their work. 

“We want the legacy of Father Swamy to be kept 
alive as he dedicated his entire life to serving the 
oppressed and the voiceless,” said S Sherlyn, the 
grand-niece of the late priest on his third death 
anniversary. Father Swamy died on July 5, 2021, 
in a private hospital in Mumbai in western 
Maharashtra, as an under-trial prisoner, aged 
84. 

The activist priest who fought for the rights of 
tribal people was charged with treason. 

Sherlyn, the association president, was among 
many who attended the commemorative event 
on June 6 at Our Lady of Sorrows Church, parish 
of Swamy, in the Viragalur village in Thiruchi- 
rappalli district. She stressed the need for 
people to learn “lessons from the late priest for 
inspiration.” 

Her association is planning to visit Bagaicha, 
the social center that the Jesuit priest started in 
eastern Jharkhand state, known for its tribal 
population.Bishop Jeevanandam Amalanathan 
of Kumbakonam hailed the late priest for his 
exemplary dedication to the oppressed people. 
The prelate said at the commemorative event 
that Father Swamy sacrificed his life “in the true 
light ofthe teachings of our Jesus Christ.” 

M H Jawahirullah, a state assembly lawmaker 
and regional party leader, lauded Father Swamy 
for his steadfast commitment to the poor. 

“We are happy that he was born on this soil,” he 
said. 

The priest was at the forefront of many agita- 
tions after the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
government tried to dilute colonial-era forest 
laws that ban non-indigenous persons from 
buying land in indigenous areas. 

The priest was arrested on Oct. 8, 2020. Along 
with 16 leading intellectuals and activists, he 
was charged under the provisions of the 
draconian Unlawful Activities Prevention Act. 
The anti-terror agency accused him of being a 
party to a conspiracy hatched by outlawed 
Maoists. He was also charged with a plot to kill 
Modi. The priest suffered age-related ailments 
besides Parkinson's disease. The trial court and 
the high court, the top court in the state, refused 
to release him on bail despite his deteriorating 
health. As his condition worsened, he was 
shifted to a Church-run hospital for treatment 
following an order from the high court, where he 
died. A bilingual book titled - Hidden Truth and 
Denied Justice — was also released at the 
commemorative event. 
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Emphasis on women and accountability in 
document for second Synod session 


By Isabella Piro 


The Holy See Press Office releases the 'Instrumentum 
Laboris', the text that will guide the work of the 
second session of the XVI Ordinary General Assembly 
of the Synod in October. Among the focuses of the 
document are the need for transparency and 
accountability, and the role of women in the Church. 
How to be a missionary synodal Church? That's the 
question at the heart of the Instrumentum laboris (IL) 
for the upcoming session of the Synod of Bishops, 
which will take place from October 2 to 27. 

It will be the second session of the XVI Ordinary 
General Assembly, following the one in 2023. The IL- 
published today, Tuesday, July 9, and presented at the 
Holy See Press Office —- does not offer any "pre- 
packaged answers" but rather "indications and 
proposals". 

These regard how the Church, as a whole, can respond 
"to the need to be 'synodalin mission'". Thatis, tobea 
Church closer to people, less bureaucratic, where all 
the baptized are — within their different ministries and 
roles—co-responsible and participants in its life. 

The five parts of the document 

The document is structured in five sections: 
introduction, foundations, and three central parts. 
The introduction recalls the journey traveled so far 
and highlights the milestones already reached, such 
as the widespread use of the synodal methodology of 
the Spiritual Conversation. 

The foundations (nn. 1-18) then dwell on the 
understanding of synodality, seen as a path of 
conversion and reform. In a world marked by 
divisions and conflicts, itis emphasized, the Church is 
called to be a sign of unity, an instrument of 
reconciliation and listening for all, especially for the 
poor, the marginalized, and the minorities excluded 
from power. 

Valuing women in the Church 

The foundations also give ample space (nn. 13-18) to 
reflection on the role of women in all areas of the 
Church's life, highlighting "the need to give fuller 
recognition" to their charisms and vocation. 

"God chose women as the first witnesses and heralds 
of the Resurrection," recalls the IL; therefore, "by 
virtue of Baptism, they enjoy full equality, receive the 
same outpouring of gifts from the Spirit, and are 
called to the service of Christ's mission.." 
Participation and responsibility 

In some cultures, the IL notes, "the presence of 
machismo remains strong"; therefore, the second 
synodal session calls for "a wider participation of 
women in the processes of ecclesial discernment and 
all stages of decision-making processes” along with 
"wider access to positions of responsibility in 
Dioceses and ecclesiastical institutions," as well as in 
seminaries, institutes, theological faculties, and "an 
increase in the number of women judges in all 
canonical processes." 

The suggestions also concern consecrated women. It 
stressed the need for “greater recognition and 
support" for their life and charisms, along with "their 
employmentin positions of responsibility." 
Theological reflection on female diaconate continues 
As for the admission of women to the diaconal 
ministry, the IL reports that it is requested by "some 
local Churches," while others "reiterate their 
opposition" (n. 17). 

The theme, it is noted, "will not be the subject of the 
work" next October, and therefore it is right that "the 
theological reflection should continue." In any case, 
the IL's reflection on the role of women "highlights 
the desire to strengthen all the ministries exercised by 
the laity (men and women)”, and it also notes the 
request for "adequately trained lay men and women 
to contribute to preaching the Word of God, including 
during the celebration ofthe Eucharist." (n. 18). 


Part I - Relationships with God, among brothers 
and sisters, and among the Churches 

After the introduction and the foundations, the IL 
focuses on relationships (nn. 22-50) that allow the 
Church to be synodal in mission: that is, relationships 
with God the Father, among brothers and sisters, and 
among the Churches. 

Charisms, ministries, and ordained ministries are 
therefore essential in a world and for a world that, 
amid many contradictions, seeks justice, peace, and 
hope. 

From local Churches, the voice of young people also 
emerges, who request a Church not of structures, nor 
of bureaucracy, but founded on relationships that are 
lived and animated by dynamics and paths. 

From this point of view, the October Assembly will be 
able to analyze the proposal to create new ministries, 
suchas that of "listening and accompaniment." 

Part II - Formative paths and community 
discernment 

These relationships should then be developed in a 
Christian manner along paths (nn. 51-79) of 
formation and "community discernment," which 
allows the Churches to make appropriate decisions, 
articulating responsibility and participation ofall. 
The IL affirms that there is a “school of synodality” in 
the intertwining of generations. All, “the weak and the 
strong, children, young and old” have “much to 
receive and much to give." (n.55). 

The importance of accountability 

"A synodal Church requires both a culture and 
practice of transparency and accountability," reads 
the IL, "which are essential to fostering the mutual 
trust necessary for walking together and exercising 
co-responsibility for the sake of the common 
mission" (n. 73). 

The working document emphasizes that today "the 
demand for transparency and accountability in and 
by the Church has come about as a result of the loss of 
credibility due to financial scandals and, even more 
so, sexual abuse and other abuses of minors and 
vulnerable persons. The lack of transparency and 
accountability fuels clericalism". (n. 75). 

Evaluation structures needed 

Accountability and transparency, insists the IL, also 
affect "pastoral plans, methods of evangelisation, and 
how the Church respects the dignity of the human 
person, for example, regarding the working 
conditions within its institutions." (n. 76). 

Hence, “structures and forms of regular evaluation of 
how ministerial responsibilities of all kinds are 
exercised emerge as necessary" (n. 77). 

The Church should guarantee, explains the IL, the 
publication of an annual report both on the 
management of assets and resources, and on the 
execution of missions, including " an illustration of 
the initiatives undertaken in the area of safeguarding 
(protection of minors and vulnerable persons)" (n. 
79). 

Part III —- Places of ecumenical and interreligious 
dialogue 

The IL then analyzes (nn. 80-108) the places where 
relationships and paths take shape. 

Inviting us to overcome a static vision of ecclesial 
experiences, the working document recognizes their 
plurality. It is in this context that the great themes of 
ecumenical, interreligious, and cultural dialogue are 
placed. 

In this context, too, we find the search for forms of 
exercise of the Petrine ministry open to the "new 
situation" of the ecumenical journey (nn. 102 and 
107). 

Pilgrims of hope 

The Instrumentum laboris concludes with an 
invitation to continue the journey as "pilgrims of 
hope’ in view of the Jubilee of 2025 (n. 112). 
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Jesus: Living God 


By Fr Arockia Rayappan 

While I was still the vice-rector and formator at Vinay 
Gurukul (Delhi Archdiocesan Minor Seminary) from 2006- 
2008, I regularly concelebrated the mass at Saint Michael's 
Church in Gurugram (earlier known as Gurgaon). The 
Church is adjacent to Vinay Gurukul. 

I had met a family after the Sunday Mass at the Church 
Campus and had some casual conversations. The dad was 
enrolled as a catechumen at that time. He received his 
Catechetical instructions after the Sunday Eucharist. His 
wife and daughter took care of his faith formation 
throughout the week. In one of the meetings, the dad 
himself took the initiative to share about his faith journey. 
He decided to become a Christian because of his daughter. 
Further, he narrated: It was during a family conversation at 
home that he was startled by his child's bold statement that 
her Jesus was a living God. His daughter, still a teenager, 
might have uttered the words innocently. But those words 
got imprinted deep within his heart and brought in him a 
total transformation. 

He said that he often used to reflect on her sentence while he 
travelled to the office and on his way back home. The 
challenge before him was: howto become humble before his 
daughter and to accept Jesus as the Living God in his life? 
After days of reflection, he approached his wife and 
expressed his desire if he would become a follower of Christ 
like her and their daughter. His wife shared with him that she 
too had prayed for the grace that they all would be Catholics 
someday. She surely wished that he accepts Christian faith. 
But she urged him not to hurry. She requested him to be 
patient. She encouraged him to analyse deeply the reason 
for which he wished to become a Christian. She gently made 
him understand that it was fine that he practised the religion 
he belonged to. With that, neither she nor her daughter had 
any issues. She asked him if he needed to be sure why he 
wanted to become a Christian. She discouraged him from 
becoming a Christian for her and their daughter's sake. She 
bluntly asked him ifhe really believed in Jesus. 

Thereafter began his faith-journey. She advised him that if 
he was so serious, then he had to find his own ways and 
means to approach the priest and to start his own faith 
formation. That put the whole responsibility on him. He 
added that his wife's approach made his own decision and 
his wish to be a believer of the Living God. Later he revealed 
to me, his wife had been leading an exemplary life. She 
prayed daily in the evening. She made a room in her 
apartment as a chapel. That was the only request she made 
to him when they moved to Gurugram. Never once, did she 
force her husband to become a Christian. That was their 
agreement since the initial years of dating. They maintained 
their promise throughout their family life though they 
moved to different cities. They respected each other's choice 
of religion and religious practices. But they were supportive 
of their partner's religious practice. Later on, I used to meet 
them in my new parish. 

After I moved on from the parish — happened to visit my 
former parish since my friend my friend was appointed 
there as the parish priest. He introduced to me his parish 
council's vice-president. The vice-president was the same 
dad who had met me after the Sunday Eucharist at 
Gurugram. Later, I met the family, his wife and daughter 
after the parish council meeting. While he participated in 
the parish council meeting, his wife prayed the rosary in the 
Church. The three of them had become active members in 
the Church. They looked very happy. His wife was a member 
of the Legion of Mary, and the daughter was an altar server 
and choir member in the parish. She even took care of 
distributing Christmas gifts to the homeless. We did not talk 
about the faith journey when we met but exchanged our 
smiles. 

The daughter giggled, and enquired of me, “Do you still 
remember the conversation about my ‘Living God'?” I was 
all smiles all over my face. Yes, there I met Jesus our Living 
God in their family, the domestic Church. There I met a 
family being nurtured through a genuine, authentic and 
responsible faith. May God bless each of them. Exemplary 
faith life and faith-filled conversation brought Christ to 
someone in the family — abundant service and blessings to 
the family. God be praised! 
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Ways to end political isolation 
of Christians in India 


“By Dr. Jean DCunha 
Mainstream Christian response 
to economic inequality and 
deprivation must transcend 
traditional welfare approaches 
Western-centric, religiously 
jingoistic, evangelical, insular, 
and apolitical are dominant 
constructs of Indian Christians. 
Often cocooned in the comfort 
of church pastoralism and 
doctrine, they are mostly active 
in community-centered social 
outreach, recreational activities 
and social relationships, and 
often responsive to societal 
concerns expressed through acts 
of charity, mercy and prayer. 
However, the 32.2 million Indian 
Christians (2024) who constitute 
India's diverse national tapestry, 
and are spread across its vastly 
different geographic terrain are 
also heterogenous. Their 
diversity manifests in economic, 
social, cultural, and ethnic 
status, political engagement, 
and denominational 
membership. 

While conversion to Christianity 
accompanied the westernization 
in parts of 16th-century India, 
Christianity also encountered 
local cultural assertion, 
generating a unique mix of 
Indian-Christian practice 
marked by local socio-cultural 
traditions and sometimes 
religious syncretism. 

“The Christian community's 
contribution to India's socio- 
economic-political life is 
anchored in Gospel values,” says 
‘retired Auxiliary Bishop Allwyn 
DSilva of Mumbai. 

According to him, the key 
Christian contributions are 
“compassionate outreach to the 
marginalized, providing quality 
education and ethics-based 
healthcare to all, promoting 
workplace rights and 
protections, upholding the 
dignity of the human person and 
human life, and caring for 
creation.” 

He said women “have played a 
prominent role, especially in 
healthcare, education, 
community-centered 
organization, and care for 
creation.” 

While “few individuals in the 
community have made an 
impact, the rest stand 
indifferent,” he said. 

But this is not enough. Ina 
context of growing polarization, 
a critical mass of Indian 
Christians as citizens need to 
elevate the work in Church 
ministries and congregations to 
a higher order of strategic 
engagement with India's socio- 
economic and political 
mainstream. 


The World Inequality Report 
2022 shows that the top 1 
percent of Indians hold 22 
percent of the total national 
income, while the bottom 50 
percent has to share 13 percent 
of the national income. 

The Center for Monitoring 
Indian Economy places India's 
unemployment rate at about 7.0 
percent (May 2024), up from 
about 6 percent pre-Covid. 

The mainstream Christian 
response to economic inequality 
and deprivation must transcend 
traditional welfare approaches. 
The 2024 Global Gender Gap 
Index ranks India 129 out of 146 
countries surveyed — 
eighteenth from the bottom. 
“But the number of Christian 
women working on Indian 
women's rights overall is 
abysmally low,” says Flavia 
Agnes, a prominent Mumbai- 
based women's rights advocate. 
“Also, whenever I attended 
meetings organized by Christian 
women on issues impacting 
them, I felt constrained by their 
insularity, peculiarly Christian 
framework and the inability to 
grasp commonalities and forge 
alliances with women of ‘other' 
identities. 

“Only a handful of Christian 
women have transcended this. 
As women and as Christians, we 
need to be concerned about all 
women,” asserts Agnes. 

“Indian Christians’ political 
participation is woefully low,” 
according to Ruben 
Mascarenhas, the National Joint 
Secretary and Working President 
of the Aam Aadmi (Common 
People's) Party in Mumbai. 

“Tn Christian-dominated areas, 
most political parties do not give 
Christian candidates a ticket as 
they may do for others because 
they see us as docile, as 
pushovers and apolitical. We, 
too, do not come forward.” 

Out of the 227 municipal 
corporators in Mumbai city and 
its suburbs, only one is a 
Christian. No Christian is among 
the 36 members of the legislative 
assembly (MLAs) elected from 
Mumbai and its suburbs, and 
none is a Christian among the 
288 members elected to the 
house from across the state of 
Maharashtra, according to 
Mascarenhas. 

“Election day is even viewed as a 
holiday for a picnic among some 
people I know. Again, the 
majority of us remain silent, 
praying at best, in the face of 
increased fracturing and 
violence along caste, religious 
and communal lines, even when 
it assaults us directly. But prayer 


opined St. Teresa of Avila,” said 
Mascarenhas. 

Bishop D'Silva notes, "times 
have changed and many of our 
freedoms have been curtailed. 
But with prudence, we must 
speak the truth and act justly 
with a merciful heart. The 
Christian community must not 
depend on the hierarchy but, in 
the spirit of synodality, bear 
witness to Christ through our 
lived commitment” to Gospel 
values. 

The Christian community in 
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Cardinal Ferrao Hails 
Communio's Remarkable 
without action is no prayer at all Growth aS Divine Providence. 


By Dr. Stephen Alathara 


Gandhinagar: In a heart- 
warming display of solidarity, 


India and across Asia can do this Cardinal Filipe Neri Ferrao, 


in partnership with others 
within and beyond the 
community through the 
following actions. 

Facilitate introspection to help 
appreciate and respect different 


economic, religious, ethnic, and 


other identities, and forge 
alliances on common causes 
with these groups. 

Provide structural analyses and 
understanding of socio- 
economic, environmental, and 


President of the Conference of 
Catholic Bishops of India 
(CCBD, attributed the 
remarkable growth of 
“Communio” to divine 
providence. This sentiment was 
expressed during the release of 
Communio's report book at 
Sacred Heart Church, Pethapur, 
Gandhinagar in Gujarat. 
Communio, an initiative of the 
CCBI, has been instrumental in 
supporting charitable projects 
in rural India. Cardinal Ferrao 


political structures and concernspraised the organization's 


that inform transformative 
action for justice and equality. 
Ensure secular leadership 
training that includes an 
understanding of good 
socioeconomic, political, and 
environmental governance. 
Build substantive political 
understanding of these terrains 
to dispel current attitudes that 
result in sociopolitical isolation. 
Broker constructive and 
sustained dialogue between 
policymakers/duty bearers and 
underserved and minority 
populations to ensure that the 
latter's strategic interests are 
served through the design, re- 
tailoring and effective 
implementation of policies, 
laws, and programs. There are 
also several strategic 
government programs on 
provision of public goods and 
services whose de facto access 
to marginalized groups can be 
enhanced. 

Enhance civic and political 
consciousness on our rights 
and obligations to register as 
voters, vote in conscience, and 
even contest elections to ensure 
inclusion and representation. 
“We must realize that apolitical 
persons are political as they 
support the status quo. Politics 
is not the last resort of 
scoundrels. Politics with a 
conscience and human values 
ensure good governance and 
social change, aligned with the 
interests of the marginalized,” 
says Mascarenhas. 


efforts, stating "Communio 
embodies the spirit of 
solidarity, echoing the early 
Church's unity and the power 
of the Holy Spirit." He 
expressed his deepest gratitude 
to all contributors and urged 
ecclesiastical leaders to 
embrace Communio's 
visibility. 

The first copy of the report 
book was presented to Cardinal 
Oswald Gracias, Archbishop of 
Bombay. Archbishop Thomas 
Macwan of Gandhinagar, 


Archbishop Elias Gonsalves of 
Nagpur and Rev. Dr. Stephen 
Alathara, Director of 
Communio and Deputy 
Secretary General of the CCBI 
were present during the release 
of the report book. 

The release of the report book 
at the Sacred Heart Church in 
Pethapur, Gujarat, which was 
partially funded by Communio, 
was a blessed coincidence. 
Launched in 2017, Communio 
has successfully assisted in the 
completion of over 150 projects 
across India, with 
approximately 100 ongoing 
initiatives. Its mission is to 
foster solidarity among Indian 
Latin Catholics through prayer 
and mission, embodying the 
values of compassion and 
service. Communio is a beacon 
of hope for rural India. 
Cardinal Ferrao's remarks serve 
as a powerful reminder of the 
impact of collective efforts in 
serving the marginalized. As 
Communio continues to 
flourish, it stands as a shining 
example of the transformative 
power of unity and the 
unwavering commitment to 
creating a better world for all. 


CDPI India launches housing 
project for Manipur victims 


By LiCAS News 


The Conference of the 
Diocesan Priests of India 
(CDPI) has announced the 
launch of a housing 
rehabilitation project to assist 
families in Manipur who have 
been displaced by recent 
communal and ethnic riots. 
This initiative, which is part of 
the CDPI's 2024 National 
Council Action Plan, aims to 
construct new homes for 
affected families, with each unit 
estimated to cost around Rs. 4 
lakhs (approximately $4,900 
USD), according to a report by 
Catholic Connect. 

The project was officially 
initiated this month and seeks 
to raise more funding to build 
houses for internally displaced 
families. 

To fund the humanitarian 
endeavor, the CDPI National 
Council has introduced the 


‘Minimum of Rs. 500 to 
Manipur' challenge, urging 
each member of the diocesan 
clergy to contribute at least Rs. 
500 (around $6.10 USD). 

The challenge is inspired by St. 
Paul's teachings on generosity, 
emphasizing “cheerful and 
heartfelt giving,” as noted in 2 
Corinthians 9:7. 

CDPI regional executives are 
currently organizing meetings 
across their diocesan units to 
spearhead a two-month 
fundraising campaign through 
July and August 2024. 

The funds collected will be 
handed over to the Archdiocese 
of Imphal, with the CDPI 
Presidents overseeing the 
transfer. The collaborative 
effort is aimed at completing 
the housing project by February 
2025, ahead of the next CDPI 
National Council. 


ThelHerald |11 


Biden administration releases 
report on its worldwide 


By Tyler Arnold, Ken Oliver-Méndez 


Complying with a 2021 directive from 
President Joe Biden, the U.S. State 
Department has released its third annual 
whole of government “progress report” on 
advancing what it calls the “human rights” 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, 
and intersex (LGBTQIA) persons around 
the world. 

The U.S. Department of State-led initiative 
details how various federal agencies are 
participating in the sweeping American 
foreign policy effort, which now includes 
allowing refugees and asylum seekers to 
select their gender on U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) forms 
“without the need to provide supporting 
documentation or to match the gender 
listed on their identity document.” 

The State Department report says it 
considers this and dozens of other 
LGBTQIA “human rights” initiatives 
detailed in the report, including U.S. 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID) funding of a “Transformation 
Salon” in India “to enhance the career 

and entrepreneurial opportunities for 

the transgender community” in that 
country, activities that “advance our 
national security.” 

According to the latest report, U.S. 
government agencies are pouring tens of 
millions of dollars into dozens of projects 
and grants to organizations worldwide that 
support gender ideology, transgenderism, 
and “combat so called 'conversion therapy' 
practices,” among other specified 
LGBTQIA “human rights” priorities. 
“Promoting and protecting the human 
rights of LGBTQIA persons is a U.S. foreign 
policy priority,” read the State Department 
statement that accompanied the report. 
The report opens a window into how the 
U.S. government, under the Biden 
administration, is specifically leveraging 
foreign aid programs and its influence with 
international financial institutions and the 
United Nations to pressure countries into 
embracing and disseminating its favored 
LGBTQIA policies. 

The Department of State alone, the report 
notes, over the last five years has authorized 
more than $3.2 million in small grants to 
“116 LGBTQIA organizations in 73 
countries.” The report indicates that USAID, 


‘LGBTQI+' policy agenda 


cP 


meanwhile, has dedicated “more than $7 
million to support activities at USAID 
missions that integrate LGBTQIA equities” 
and “leveraged more than $11 million from 
private philanthropy to advance the human 
rights of LGBTQIA persons.” 

As part of the report the Peace Corps, for its 
part, pointed to its celebration of “Pride 
events at headquarters and posts” and 
commitment to “fostering opportunities 
among the LGBTQIA community to serve 
abroad.” 

The President's Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief (PEPFAR), meanwhile, touted that in 
fiscal year 2023 it served 799,000 “men who 
have sex with men (MSM)” and “more than 
85,000 transgender persons in more than 50 
countries.” 

Related efforts cited in the report include 
new U.S. Department of Agriculture grant 
and agreement rules that “include 
protections against discrimination on the 
basis of gender identity and expression.” 
The State Department also indicated it is 
developing similar rules related to 
department-funded foreign assistance. 
Advancing LGBTQIA 'human rights’ 
includes banning 'conversion therapy’ 
Among the efforts highlighted in the report 
is the administration's commitment to 
“prevent conversion therapy practices 
(CTP) globally.” 

Although the report does not define the 
term, CTP is understood as any therapy 
directed toward changing “an individual's 
sexual orientation or gender identity” 
including “behaviors or gender expressions, 
or to eliminate or reduce sexual or romantic 
attractions or feelings toward individuals of 
the same sex.” 

The report indicates that the U.S. State 
Department, in conjunction with the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury, U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
and USAID have shared “current science- 
based knowledge with medical 
professionals and public officials regarding 
the harms of CTP.” 

However, as previously reported by the 
National Catholic Register and CNA, the 
scientific basis for the sweeping attacks 
against CTP is sharply disputed. Referencing 
the work of Father Paul Sulllins, for example, 
Jennifer Roback Morse, founder and 
president of the Ruth Institute, contends 
that “the claim that sexual orientation 
change therapy is always harmful is not 
supported by the available evidence.” 


COMMON QUESTIONS ON LITURGICAL NORMS 


ARE EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS THE NORM? 


Answered by Father Edward Mc Namara, professor of 
liturgy at the Regina Apostolorum University 


Q: Are extraordinary 
ministers of the 
Eucharist for 
extraordinary 
circumstances or may 
they serve at every 
Mass? — W.B., 
Dallas, Texas 

A: Bishops, priests and 
deacons are the only 
ordinary ministers of 
the Eucharist and, 
unless impaired by a 
grave reason such as 

a serious health 
problem, they should 
always give out 
communion at Mass 
before any 
supplementary 
ministers are used. 
Extraordinary ministers 
of the Eucharist are just 
that, extraordinary, and 
their function remains 
a supplementary one. 
If the celebrant can 
easily distribute 
Communion to all 
without causing 
excessive delay, then 
extraordinary ministers 
should not be used. 

At times however, 
factors other than 
numbers can play a 
part in justifying 
seeking help such as a 
very elderly priest, or, 
in the cases where it is 
approved, to 
administer the 
Precious Blood, or 
those daily Masses 
where people sacrifice 
their time in order to 
attend Mass before 
work and even a couple 
of minutes delay can 
make a difference. 
Those who serve as 
Eucharistic ministers 
should always be aware 
that it is a privilege and 
can never be 
considered a right. 
Even when a parish 
roster exists, nobody 
can rightly say "It's my 
turn" as if claiming 
something due to 
them, but should 
always be grateful for 
the blessing of being 
called to service as a 
minister of Christ's 
body and blood. 
Follow-up: 
Extraordinary Ministers 
$10-28-03t 

To judge by the large 
amount of 
correspondence, it 
seems that our reply 
regarding the use of 
extraordinary ministers 
has touched a nerve ... 


Many of the messages 
received serve to 
confirm that many 
Catholics perceive a 
widespread overuse of 
extraordinary 
ministers. Some follow- 
up questions, however, 
allow me to expand on 
my original reply 
although it is 
impossible for me to 
respond to all of the 
queries. 

As stated before, priests 
and deacons, unless 
physically impaired, 
should not sit down 
and omit administering 
holy Communion. 
They may be assisted, 
but not substituted, 

by other ministers. 
These extraordinary 
ministers, according to 
GIRM 162, "should not 
approach the altar 
before the priest has 
received Communion, 
and they are always to 
receive from the hands 
of the priest celebrant 
the vessel containing 
either species of the 
Most Holy Eucharist 
for distribution to the 
faithful." The deacon 
also receives 
Communion after the 
priest and from his 
hands. 

A reader from Rome 
asked if an instituted 
acolyte were not also 
an ordinary minister. 
Properly speaking he is 
not, but he does have 
precedence, in the 
sense that, should an 
extraordinary minister 
be required, he should 
be called upon first 
before anybody else. 
Also, in the absence of 
the deacon, the acolyte 
may purify the sacred 
vessels, something that 
is not permitted to 
other extraordinary 
ministers (although the 
United States has 
received an indult 
allowing them to assist 
in the purification in 
cases of necessity). 
After the instituted 
acolyte, the usual order 
of preference for 
designating 
extraordinary ministers 
is to first choose an 
instituted lector, a 
seminarian, a religious 
brother, a nun, a 
catechist and a lay 
person of either sex 


(see instruction 
"Immensae Caritatis"). 
An American 
correspondent asked 
who has the authority 
to designate 
extraordinary ministers 
and what intellectual 
and moral traits are 
required of them. 

In special cases (for 
example, a sudden 
illness of the scheduled 
minister) the celebrant 
may designate a known 
member of the faithful 
for that precise 
celebration. 

In normal 
circumstances, the 
question of 
extraordinary 
Eucharistic ministers 
falls under the 
supervision of the 
bishop who establishes 
the conditions, and 
grants the authority, for 
admission. This is 
usually done through 
the parish priest or 
religious superior. In 
Rome, for example, 
besides being proposed 
by the pastor the 
candidate has to attend 
a specific course lasting 
several months to a 
year before being 
allowed to serve. 

This is related to an 
English 
correspondent's 
inquiry regarding 
uniformity of 
movement. 
Extraordinary 
Eucharistic ministers 
should be properly 
trained in the rubrics, 
and the pastor should 
assure that all of them 
adhere to the same 
procedures with 
respect to movements, 
purification of the 
hands, etc., in 
accordance with the 
general norms and the 
particular structure of 
the Church building. 
Morally speaking, 
while not necessarily 

a candidate for 
beatification, the 
Eucharistic minister 
should be a devout 
Catholic in good 
standing. As stated in 
the instruction 
"Immensae Caritatis," 
the choice of an 
extraordinary minister 
"should never fall upon 
a person whose 
designation could 
cause astonishment to 
the faithful." 
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"Mystical Rose' Marian apparitions 
in Italy receive Vatican approval 


By Gigi Duncan 

The Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith 
(DDF) announced the approval of the 
apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary to 
Pierina Gilli, an Italian visionary who 
received apparitions and messages from the 
Virgin Maryin 1947 and 1966. 

The apparitions took place in Montichiari 
and Fontanelle, Italy, located in the country's 
northern province of Brescia. 

In a letter approved by Pope Francis and sent 
to the bishop of Brescia on July 5, Cardinal 
Victor Manuel Fernandez indicated that the 
“spiritual proposal that emerges from the 
experiences narrated by Pierina Gilli in 
relation to Maria Rosa Mystica does not 
contain theological or moral elements 
contrary to the doctrine of the Church.” 

The letter includes excerpts from Gilli's 
diaries in which the Italian visionary goes 
into great detail describing the apparitions 
and insights shared by the Blessed Virgin. 
Fernandez shared that Gilli's writings “reveal 
a humble and complete trust in Mary's 
maternal action.” 

Serving as a nurse and postulant for the 
Handmaids of Charity in Montichiari, Gilli 
first encountered the Blessed Virgin privately 
while praying in a hospital chapel in the 
spring of 1947. As Gilli described in her diary, 
the Virgin Mary appeared wearing a violet 
dress and white veil with an expression of 
sorrow and tears in her eyes. Showing her 
heart pierced with three swords, Our Lady 
asked for prayer, penance, and sacrifice. 
Appearing again to Gilli on July 13, 1947, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary was dressed in white and 
instead of having three swords in her breast, 
she had three roses: a white one, a red one, 
and a yellow one that symbolized the spirits 
of prayer, sacrifice, and penance. 

When asked by Gilli who she was, Our Lady 
responded: “I am the mother of Jesus and the 
mother of all of you. Our Lord sends me to 
bring a new Marian devotion to all religious 
orders and institutes, male and female, and 
to the priests of this world.” 

According to Gilli, Our Lady continued on in 
wishing that “the 13th of July be celebrated 
every year in honor of the Mystical Rose.” 
Gilli would later translate this term as 
meaning that “Mary is the master teacher of 
the innermost mystical life and the mother of 
the mystical body of Christ — the mother of 
the Church.” 

Our Lady would appear to Gilli five more 


a 


times in 1947, including a series of public 
apparitions in November and December of 
that year. At the Cathedral of Montichiari on 
Dec. 8, the feast of the Immaculate Conce- 
ption, the Blessed Virgin told Gilli: “I wish to 
be known as the Mystical Rose. It is my wish 
that every year, on the 8th of December, at 
noon, the hour of grace for the world be 
celebrated.” 

“Many divine and bodily graces will be 
received through this devotion. Jesus will 
send his overflowing mercy if good people 
will pray continuously for their sinful 
brother,” Our Lady continued. “The Lord is 
still protecting the good and is holding backa 
great punishment because of my interce- 
ssion. Soon, one will recognize the greatness 
of this hour of grace.” 

Shortly following these apparitions and 
investigations by the diocesan ecclesiastical 
authorities, Gilli secluded herself at the 
convent of the Franciscan Sisters of the Holy 
Child in Brescia. It was not until years later, in 
1966, that the Blessed Virgin appeared again 
to Gilli, in which she blessed a miraculous 
spring in Fontanelle, called “Fountain of 
Grace.” 

Our Lady then asked Gilli to kiss the soil 
where the water sprang forth and to place a 
crucifix there so that “the sick and all of my 
children, before drawing or drinking water, 
may ask pardon from my divine Son with a 
beautiful kiss oflove.” 

“Taking into account the other elements of 
judgment proposed by Tremoladat in the 
cited dossier, such as the diverse and rich 
spiritual and pastoral fruits of this devotion,” 
the letter continues, “we believe that you can 
calmly arrive at the conclusion of your 
discernment, according to the already cited 
Norms for Proceeding in the Discernment of 
Presumed Supernatural Phenomena.” 


GROOM WANTED 
RC girl, 30yrs, 5 feet, teacher in 
a private school outside 
Kolkata, graduate from Loreto 


college, B.Ed & Masters from 
St. Xavier’s college, seeking 
alliance from suitable 
Christian groom 30-35 yrs. 
Contact: 9903169850 
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CUSTOMISED BIRTHDAY CAKES 


SAL DAN HA 


SPECIALITY WEDDING SLICES: Dummy Wedding 
Baptism and First Holy Communion Cakes, Rich Plum, Walnut Plain, 
Cup Cakes, Coconut ,Apple tart, Chocolate mudpie, 
SANDWICHES: Cheese, Egg, Vegetables, Chicken Mayonnaise, and 
Lemon Drops, Brownies,Lemon meringue pie 
QUICHE, PATTIES: Cern, Cheese Puff, Vegetable,Chicken 
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MARINA PUBLICATIONS PVT. LTD. 


L£ducationadl Publishers 


Bengali Catholic Divorcee girl (no child) 38, 5'. 
MBA, Corporate Employee. 

Seeking a Christian Divorcee/ Widower (no child) 
within 45. Prefer God-fearing, no smoking and 
drinking habits . 
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